DEATH   OF   GATES

the end, and that they managed to struggle
on for another three weeks is almost incredible.

Misfortunes rarely come singly* At the
Middle Barrier Depot they not only found a
shortage of fuel, but Oates's feet were dis-
covered to be badly frostbitten^ and the
weather became overcast so that they again
lost the line of cairns. They began to sus-
pect that they could not pull through, and
it was not long before they knew this for
certain.

Adversity seems to have dogged their steps
from the first. It started with the loss of
nearly half the ponies during the depot-laying
journey of March 1911. Then came the long
spell of bad weather below the Beardmore
Glacier which caused a loss of time and an
unwelcome consumption of food. When they
reached the Barrier on their way home the
following wind failed them as long as they
were strong enough to profit by it; instead
they found an unexpected severity of tem-
perature and a shortage of fuel The last
blow was the blizzard which came down upon
them when they were almost in sight of One
Ton Depot. These were all risks incident to
the enterprise. That some of them would
have to be met was to be expected ; the fatal
peculiarity of this case was that they all had
to be met. Every chance turned against